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US finishes weekend in third 
behind Norway, Netherlands
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2014 Winter Olympics
FEEDING THE SOUL:
By FRANCES LAZELL
THE PARTHENONCommunity members and Marshall University students and faculty enjoyed traditional soul food and good times at the annual Center for African American Students Soul Food Feast Sunday in the Memorial Student Center’s John Marshall Dining Room. RaShad Sanders, a graduate student from Detroit, said he is attending the event for the sec-ond time for the great food and the great company.“I decided to come back for the experience, just the 
fellowship, to mainly interact with people that I don’t get to see all the time,” Sanders said. “Plus to get some good tasting food, some soul food. It’s good for your soul.”The Soul Food Feast is one of many events sponsored by the center to celebrate Black His-tory Month.Maurice Cooley, associate vice president of Intercultural Affairs and the director of the Center for African American Students, said while the CAAS sponsors the event, it really is a university affair and it gives community members, who 
may not visit campus often, an opportunity to experience the university atmosphere. “They come once a year to be here on campus with us,” Cooley said.” It is a lovely setting. It’s a snowy day, but everyone feels warm in here.”Cooley said the feast is con-sistent with the traditional Sunday afternoon dinners that many African Americans from the Northeast and the South had with their fami-lies. The overall experience is why many people, himself included, continue to attend. “My grandmother would 
cook these large meals and she would serve all those tradi-tional foods much like we have today,” Cooley said. “It was a time the members of the fam-ily could come together and spend time with each other, tell stories, talk, take naps and just chit-chat. But moreover it was one of those consistent ex-periences that kept the family together.”Cooley said while the food is a large draw for attendees, many individuals come back each year because of the large role the social element plays in the afternoon.  
Derek L. Robinson, a graduate student from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said he returned this year for a combi-nation of reasons.“It’s the great food, the fun times and the good people,” Robinson said. “There is a lot of laughter and food.”Soul Food Feasts are com-mon throughout the United States during Black History Month. This particular event began more than 20 years ago. On average, 140 people attend. 
Frances Lazell can be con-
tacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu.
MU Center for African American 
Students throws Soul Food Feast
EMILY RICE | THE PARTHENON
Pastor Deonte Jackson 
of First Baptist Church 
of Huntington, left and 
Priscilla Adjei-Baffour, 
second-year pharmacy 
student from  The Bronx, 
N.Y. enjoy Sunday 
dinner during the Center 
for African American 
Studies’ Soul Food Fest 
Sunday in the Memorial 
Student Center. 
By MALAK KHADER
THE PARTHENONThe Honors College spon-sored its third annual Food for Thought dinner Friday night in the Memorial Student Center.Food For Thought is an event put together for the Honors 200 classes, where students come together over dinner to have in-tellectual discussions on certain assigned readings. Approximately 124 people were in attendance Friday in-cluding students from Honors 200 classes, faculty members, staff members and people from the community.The students were split into groups and scrambled among the tables so they would be able to interact with other students from within the Honors College and not just their classmates. Members of the faculty, staff and community hosted tables to help contribute to the discussions. Students were also told they would not have their professor as the host of their table.  
The participants were to read two selections beforehand from “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” by Ursula Le Guin and the introduction to “What Money Can’t Buy” by Michael Sandel. Susan Gilpin, associate dean of the honors college said that she hopes the discussions made the students squirm a bit. “The themes of these two pieces speak to each other in some way,” she said. “We’re hoping that the discussions at the table will help discussants make those connections and form opinions, maybe questions of their own assumptions and values.” Gilpin said the purpose of the event was not to promote a particular point of view but to encourage the attendees to engage in the discussion and to be a little more informed and 
reflective of the opinions and values they have.
Malak Khader can be con-
tacted at khader4@marshall.
edu.
Honors College hosts ‘Food for Thought’ Dinner
  Sudoku inside Check out The Parthenon’s weekly sudoku >Page 5
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
Honors College students browse the buffet during the “Food 
for Thought” dinner Friday in the Memorial Student Center.
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By NOAM N. LEVEY
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU 
(MCT)Fans of the Jet City Rollergirls are hearing public announce-ments about Obamacare when they come to the roller derby track north of Seattle.Univision, the nation’s largest Spanish-language television net-work, is airing half-hour specials about healthy living and educat-ing viewers about how to sign up for coverage under President Barack Obama’s health law.And tax preparers at 
thousands of Jackson Hewitt and 
H&R Block offices are talking to their customers about how to enroll in the new insurance plans sold through the law’s online marketplaces.Although many companies re-main wary of associating with the health law while it remains a po-litical lightning rod, the Affordable Care Act is increasingly entering the mainstream as major corpo-rations, sports teams and others integrate it into their business.The development — little-noticed amid the 
political skirmishing in Washing-ton — may not erase widespread skepticism about the law, which has deepened in recent months, polls show. But as the law be-comes embedded in American life, the Republican drive to dismantle Obamacare will al-most certainly become more complicated.“Once the legislation became the law of the land, we feel it be-came a reasonable decision to educate our fans as to how it im-pacts their lives,” said Brad Ruiter, a spokesman for the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. The NBA fran-chise is running ads at home games paid for by the state’s in-surance marketplace.The MNsure ads at the Target Center in Minneapolis — which also run at the Minnesota Wild’s hockey games at Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul — are the kind of promotional campaign that many of the law’s critics had hoped to prevent.
Many Republican state offi-cials have tried since the law was enacted in 2010 to block its im-plementation — rejecting federal 
aid to expand health coverage, restricting local groups that help people sign up, even refusing in some cases to regulate insurance plans. Conservative groups have urged Americans not to sign up for coverage. And GOP politicians have actively discouraged com-panies and other organizations from assisting the rollout.When Health and Human Ser-vices Secretary Kathleen Sebelius said last summer that the admin-istration was talking with the National Football League about 
promoting the benefits of health 
insurance, Senate GOP leaders 
fired off a sharply worded let-ter to six of the nation’s leading sports leagues. They warned that such efforts would risk “damag-ing its inclusive and apolitical brand.”An NFL spokesman responded that the league had no plans to work with the administration.State insurance marketplaces created by the law allow Ameri-cans who do not get health 
benefits through work to shop 
Corporate backing is helping Obamacare go mainstream
By SCOTT M. REID
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 
(MCT)The Olympic Games opened on a frigid Friday night just steps from the Black Sea with an embarrassing technology glitch and not so thinly veiled shots at the Obama admin-istration by IOC president Thomas Bach, the Putin gov-ernment and Sochi organizers.An opening ceremony de-signed to reintroduce Russia to the world was capped by the lighting of the Olym-pic cauldron by hockey icon 
Vladislav Tretyak and fig-ure skating champion Irina Rodnina, a move that almost immediately also ignited an 
international firestorm of con-troversy surrounding Games already besieged by scandal.Rodnina, 64, a three-time Olympic pairs champion and politician with close ties to Russian president Vladimir Putin, tweeted on her personal Twitter account last Septem-ber what many considered a racist image of President Obama. The tweet was a doc-tored photo of Obama with his mouth full while sitting next to the First Lady. Next to his head was a photoshopped banana.The tweet drew a sharp re-buke from the U.S. ambassador to Russia and sparked wide-spread criticism in Europe and the U.S. Rodnina, who lived in Lake Arrowhead in the 1990s, 
did not apologize, saying in-stead that she was using her right to free expression.On Friday, images of the September twitter went viral on social media within min-utes of Rodnina lighting the cauldron.When asked by the Orange County Register early Saturday morning whether Rodnina’s participation in the ceremony could be viewed as a politi-cal statement and insulting to Obama, Konstantin Ernst, the executive creative director of the ceremony, insisted he was unaware of Rodnina’s tweet.“I didn’t read the twitter from Mrs. Rodnina,” Ernst said. “She’s the greatest ath-
lete and the only figure skater who won three gold medals (sic). As Thomas Bach said, the Olympic Games have nothing to do with politics, therefore we always remember her as a great athlete.”Ernst also said Rodnina’s 
high-profile appearance “didn’t insult anyone.”In recent weeks, especially since arriving in Russia last week, Bach has repeatedly insisted that political state-ments had no place at the Olympic Games. But Friday 
night overseeing his first Olympics as IOC president, he continued to take aim at the Obama administration.IOC and Russian govern-
ment officials remain outraged 
by the President’s decision not to attend or send the First Lady or the Vice President to the Games in an apparent pro-test of Russian anti-gay laws and the Russian government’s decision to grant Edward Snowden asylum. The Sochi 
Games mark the first time since 2000 in Sydney that a U.S. president, vice president, 
first lady or former president has not been part of the of-
ficial U.S. delegation at the Olympic opening ceremony.Obama was asked in an interview with NBC on Thurs-day if he was trying to send a message sending openly gay athletes Olympic skating champion Brian Boitano and former hockey standout Cait-
lin Cahow as part of the official U.S. delegation to the opening ceremony.“Well, there is no doubt we wanted to make it very clear that we do not abide by discrimination in anything, in-cluding discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, and one of the wonderful things about the Olympics is that you are judged by your merit,” Obama said. “How good you are regardless of where you come from, what you look like, who you love and that I think is consistent with the spirit of the Olympics. It is certainly 
Politics and pageantry in Sochi’s Opening Ceremony
ABOVE: Vladislav Tretiak 
and Irina Rodnina light the 
cauldron with the torch, visible 
on a screen from inside Fisht 
Olympic Stadium, during the 
Opening Ceremony for the 
Winter Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia, Friday.
LEFT: International Olympic 
Committee President Thomas 
Bach addresses spectators 
during the Opening Ceremony 
for the Winter Olympics at 
Fisht Olympic Stadium in 
Sochi, Russia, Friday.
BRIAN CASSELLA | CHICAGO TRIBUNE | MCT
By EVAN HALPER 
and MARC LIFSHER
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU 
(MCT)Shooters armed with assault 
rifles and some knowledge of electrical utilities have prompted new worries on the vulnerability of California’s vast power grid.A 2013 attack on an electric substation near San Jose that nearly knocked out Silicon Valley’s power supply was ini-tially downplayed as vandalism 
by Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 
the facility’s owner. Gunfire from semiautomatic weapons did extensive damage to 17 transformers that sent grid op-erators scrambling to avoid a blackout.But this past week, a former top power regulator offered a far more ominous interpreta-tion: The attack was terrorism, he said, and if circumstances had been just a little different, it could have been disastrous.Jon Wellinghoff, who was chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission when the shooting took place, said that attack was clearly executed by well-trained individuals 
seeking to do significant dam-age to the area, and he fears 
it was a test run for an even larger assault.“It would not be that hard to bring down the entire region west of the Rockies if you, in fact, had a coordinated attack like this against a number of substations,” Wellinghoff said Thursday. “This (shooting) event shows there are people out there capable of such an attack.”Wellinghoff’s warning about the incident at PG&E’s Met-calf substation was reported this week by The Wall Street Journal, expanding on a Decem-ber report by Foreign Policy magazine.On Friday, several senators called on regulators to review security operations at electrical utilities and consider imposing new rules to protect against fu-ture attacks.“Last year’s sophisticated attack on the Metcalf substa-tion in California’s Silicon Valley was a wake-up call to the risk of physical attacks on the grid. The incident came un-comfortably close to causing a shutdown of a critical substa-tion which could have resulted in a massive blackout in Califor-nia and elsewhere in the West,” said a letter that was signed by Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid of Nevada and fellow Democratic Sens. Dianne Fein-stein of California, Ron Wyden of Oregon and Al Franken of Minnesota. The letter was sent to executives at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-sion and the North American Electric Reliability Corp., an in-dustry group that sets rules for how power companies operate.
FBI officials said they are tak-ing the shooting very seriously.“Based on the information we have right now, we don’t be-lieve it’s related to terrorism,” said Peter Lee, an FBI spokes-man in San Francisco. But, he added, “Until we understand the motives, we won’t be 100 percent sure it’s not terrorism.”Months after the shoot-ing, the bureau has named no suspects.Potential terrorism scenarios usually involve elaborate cy-berattacks, expertly executed hijackings or smuggled nuclear weapons. But concern grows that California may have come unnervingly close to learn-ing that calamity might just as 
easily be inflicted by a few well-trained snipers.As law enforcement tries 
to piece together who fired at the electricity facility, law-makers and analysts express 
bewilderment that little is be-ing done to protect against a repeat performance.“We’ve got a vulnerability and we’ve got to get serious 
about fixing it,” said Granger Morgan, who heads the Depart-ment of Engineering and Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon Uni-versity. “Almost everything we do in modern society relies on electricity.”A National Research Council committee he chaired issued a 2007 report warning how easy 
it would be for a criminal enter-prise to knock out the power grid in a way that “could deny large regions of the country ac-cess to bulk power systems for weeks or even months,” leading to “turmoil, widespread public fear and an image of helpless-ness that would play directly into the hands of terrorists.”
The classified report was completed in 2007 and became public two years ago. Asked what has happened since then to protect the nation’s 
electricity system, Morgan re-plied that very little has been done.The attack on the PG&E facil-ity targeted the sophisticated transformers that are at the backbone of the nation’s elec-tricity grid. The giant pieces of equipment are essential, costly and could take months to replace. Knock out enough of them, experts warn, and an en-tire region can be crippled for 
Attack on electric grid raises alarm
DON BARTLETTI | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT
See ATTACK| Page  5
See OLYMPICS | Page  5
Attacks on utility substations have led to concerns about the security of California’s utilities and ability to 
withstand vandalism and other attacks.
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Women’s basketball pulls out first 
C-USA win over La. Tech, 69-55
By GABI WARWICK
THE PARTHENONThe Thundering Herd wom-en’s basketball team managed 
to grab its first conference win 
of the season against Louisiana 
Tech on Saturday.While wearing pink shoes and warm-up shirts stating 
“United We Fight” for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day, the team managed to break its eight game losing streak with a 
decisive win, ending the game 
with a final score of 69-55.
Louisiana Tech, a team that 
has been consistently strong 
in the past, is 0-11 on the road 
this season. 
There were no lead changes 
or ties in the match, which gave 
the Herd the chance to show it 
can be a dominating team on 
the court. 
During the game the, Herd 
averaged 55 percent from the 
free throw line and made five 
of their attempted three-point 
shots. 
McKenzie Akers, a 19-year-
old-freshman out of Princeton, 
W.Va, made four of the three-
pointers. She said she hopes 
the feeling of this win will help 
the team in their upcoming 
matchups.
“It’s about time,” Akers said. 
“We should have been winning 
a long time ago in conference, 
but hopefully this will start 
something.”
While 10 of the players saw 
time on the court, Chukwuka 
Ezeigbo, a 21-year-old junior 
from Trenton, N.J., and Chelsey 
Romero, an 18-year-old fresh-
man out of Hampton, Va., both 
had huge performances as 
individuals.
Ezeigbo started in the game 
and played for a total of 21 min-
utes. She ended the day with 
10 points and 10 rebounds, 
making it her fourth career 
double-double.
Romero had a total of 19 
minutes on the floor, and made 
a career high of 15 rebounds. 
She also had seven total points, 
three blocked shots and one 
steal.
Although the team remains 
last place in Conference USA 
after this win, head coach Matt 
Daniels said that he will use this 
fact to the team’s advantage.
“I’m not afraid to be the cha-
meleon of college basketball,” 
he said. “We’re going to hide 
our weaknesses, develop our 
strengths and play off of those. 
It’s led to us playing better 
basketball because there is no guessing as to what we’re going 
to do.”
The Herd will be back in ac-
tion on Wednesday when they 
travel to Mississippi to take  the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles, 
before returning home Feb. 15 
to face UNC Charlotte. 
Gabi Warwick can be con-
tacted at warwick@marshall.
edu.
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
Senior forward Suporia Dickens puts up a shot against East Carolina Wednesday, Feb. 5 at the Cam Henderson 
Center. Dickens is averaging 9.7 points and 7.5 rebounds per game for the Herd. 
Herd baseball 
field rumors are 
more than that
By COURTNEY SEALEY 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
A home for Herd baseball 
might be coming sooner 
than previously believed. 
Huntington’s mayor, Steve 
Williams, announced plans 
are continuing to develop at 
city hall for a new first-class 
baseball field. “We will build a new base-
ball stadium,” he said. 
Williams, a Huntington 
native, said he wants Hun-tington to be a destination 
city for sporting events, and he is starting with Marshall 
baseball. Williams is not 
only Huntington’s mayor, he 
is also the currently presi-
dent of the M Club and is a 
three-year Marshall football 
letter winner.
It has been several years 
since the Herd has had a 
field to call home, and Wil-liams made it apparent it 
would be worth the wait. “I want something that 
is the quality that is of Con-
ference USA baseball which 
means it has to be first 
class,” he said. “One thing 
my staff has learned is that 
if we aren’t going to go first 
class on something, I’m not 
interested in doing it. If it is 
worthy of Conference USA, 
it is worthy of the citizens of 
Huntington.”Williams has been in 
contact with Herd Athletic 
Director Mike Hamrick, and 
said Hamrick is open to the 
idea of the city building a 
stadium for the Herd. 
“I have had conversations 
with Marshall and they’ve 
said if we find a way to get it 
built then they will be a lease 
holder,” Williams said. “We 
are not expecting Marshall 
University to build it. I ex-
pect it will be a city project. 
We will work with the prop-
erty developers to see its 
construction.” 
In another statement, Wil-
liams revealed other plans 
for the stadium when he said he plans to bring a mi-nor league team to share the stadium with the Herd as 
well. He said is working with 
other schools to find how 
they worked their contract 
with Morgantown. “I had a meeting with 
Oliver Luck, the athletic di-
rector of WVU, a year ago. He was showing me how 
they structured their deal 
where it’s owned by private 
developers and that WVU is 
coming in and using it and there is also a minor league 
team that’s coming in.”
Williams and Luck have 
been able to put the rivalry 
aside so that Williams can 
find what will work best to build a relationship between Huntington and Marshall 
baseball. 
“He just sent me the plans 
that were constructed for 
their facility up at WVU,” 
Williams said. “He’s been someone who hasn’t been 
bashful about sharing how to 
go about doing what they’re doing and how it might help 
us.” 
While many Herd fans 
might be skeptical of this 
news, Williams made it clear 
the first stage of the project 
was underway. 
“One of the problems is 
just gaining access to the 
property and we have an idea as to where we want 
it,” he said. “Part of what 
we’ve got to figure out is ac-
cusation costs. Free sounds 
really good, but it might not 
HERDZONE.COM
For the second time in three 
days, a three-point basket with 
seconds remaining proved fatal 
for the Marshall men’s basket-
ball team, this time against 
Tulane, 68-65, on Sunday after-
noon at Devlin Fieldhouse.
The Green Wave improves 
to 13-11 overall and 5-4 in 
Conference USA play, while the Thundering Herd drops to 
8-17 on the year and 2-8 versus 
league foes. The series between the two sides is now tied at 
eight wins each after 16 meet-
ings with Tulane having won 
the last three meetings.
Bucking what had become 
a trend in the previous seven 
games, Marshall coach Tom 
Herrion started the same five in 
consecutive games for the first 
time since Jan. 11 and 16. The 
lineup was the same as Friday 
against Southern Miss, which 
included Shawn Smith, Kareem 
Canty, Chris Thomas, Cheikh 
Sane and Ryan Taylor.
Tulane jumped on the Herd 
early as four three-point buck-
ets put the Green Wave up 16-6, 
forcing a timeout from coach 
Herrion with12:20 remaining 
in the first half. The hot start 
would continue as another long-range make put the home 
team up 19-6, capping off a 
14-2 run.
Once having settled into the 
game, Marshall found an of-
fensive rhythm that shrank the 
deficit to seven as the score-
board read 22-15 with 8:47 
until the half after a layup from 
Taylor.The Herd worked to remain 
within striking distance and 
was successful in doing so 
as a pair of free throws from 
Sane with 3:45 left in the half 
brought the score to 29-24. 
With the ball and the clock 
winding down at the end of the 
half, DeVince Boykins  caught a 
kick-out pass from Canty and 
knocked it down to make it 33-
29 at the half.
Through the first 20 min-
utes of play, Marshall had a 
relatively clean slate, commit-
ting just two turnovers to five 
from Tulane. Both sides were 
efficient from deep as the Herd 
was 4-for-7 (57.1 percent) and 
the Green Wave was 6-for-10 
(60 percent).
After the halftime break, both 
sides opened the second half by 
exchanging buckets with the 
Herd continuing its comeback 
effort. A 14-2 Tulane run took 
the score from 37-34 to 51-36, 
keeping Marshall at bay with 
12:30 to play.
Nine straight points from Thomas helped the Herd work 
its way back into the game as 
the Tulane defense did not have 
an answer for the sophomore 
guard’s slashing prowess. His 
scoring spree brought the score 
to 58-49 as 7:10 remained in 
the contest.
More members of the Herd 
followed suit with Thomas 
to rally on the road as Canty 
knocked down a three as 3:50 
remained, making it a 59-56 
deficit. Not long after, Sane turned a steal into points as 
Canty finished the play with 
a fast break layup. At the final 
media timeout, Marshall trailed 
by just one point, 61-60.
Getting his own rebound 
after a missed layup, Sane fol-lowed with a make to tie the 
Herd sunk by last-
second three again
HERDZONE.COM
Junior forward Cheikh Sane had a 
career-high 11 points against the 
Green Wave. 
HERDZONE.COM
Marshall’s quartet of Tianya 
Hankerson, Loren Dyer, Ke-
arra Haynes and Shanice 
Johnson set a new school 
record in the 4x400 relay 
Saturday on the second day 
of competition at the Akron 
Invitational.
The group’s second-place 
time of 3:46.63 bested the 
3:47.26 that Johnson, Dyer, 
Amber Pierson and Hadassah 
Lynch ran at the Conference 
USA Indoor Championships 
last season.
In all, Saturday’s Marshall 
contingent set 15 lifetime 
bests.
Antonique Butler finished 
second in the blue division of 
the triple jump with a leap of 
11.29 meters, while Dyer took 
second in the event’s gold di-
vision with a mark of 11.92.
Hankerson took third place 
in the 400 Meter Dash’s blue 
division with a time of 58.23 
seconds and Kametra Byrd 
snapped up third in the 200 
Meter Dash’s blue division 
(25.39 seconds).
See MBB | Page  5
Herd resets school relay record
LOREN DYERSee TRACK | Page  5
HERDZONE.COM
Marshall suffered its sec-
ond loss of the season, falling 
to No. 40 University of Ken-
tucky 6-1 Saturday. The 
Herd now stands with a 3-2 
record.
“They [Kentucky] played 
really great,” coach John 
Mercer said. “We didn’t play 
so well. Part of that, I think, 
was because of how well 
they played.”
In singles play, senior Karli 
Timko  defeated the Wild-
cats’ Stephanie Fox 6-3, 6-4 
(9) for the lone win of the 
day. 
“I’m really excited for 
Karli,” Mercer said. “That 
was a great win for her and 
Tennis falls at Kentucky, 6-1
BRAXTON CRISP | THE PARTHENON
Senior Karli Timko picked up the Herd’s lone singles win against 
UK.
See TENNIS | Page  5
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EDITORIAL
Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at 
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.
YOU CAN BE HERD
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
NATIONAL EDITORIAL
COLUMN
Please keep letters to the edi-tor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attach-ment. Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest col-umn status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.mar-shallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
The opinions expressed in 
the columns and letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
views of The Parthenon staff.Please send news releases to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind, letters are printed based on timeliness, news-worthiness and space.
GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Online Polls
What is your favorite Valentine’s Day 
gift to give and/or receive?
REBECCA STEPHENS
MANAGING EDITOR
stephens107@marshall.edu
WILL VANCE 
SPORTS EDITOR
vance162@marshall.edu
GEOFFREY FOSTER
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DIGITAL EDITOR
kindermunday@marshall.edu
TAYLOR STUCK
NEWS EDITOR
stuck7@marshall.edu
CODI MOHR
LIFE! EDITOR
mohr13@marshall.edu
JOSEPHINE MENDEZ 
COPY EDITOR
mendez9@marshall.edu
ANDREA STEELE
PHOTO EDITOR
steele98@marshall.edu
Flowers
Candy
Stuffed animals
31%
8%
62%
BISHOP NASH
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
nash24@marshall.edu
What is your favorite Philip Seymour 
Hoffman film?
“Capote”
“Charlie Wilson’s War”
“The Big Lebowski”
COURTNEY SEALEY 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
sealey3@marshall.edu
SANDY YORK
FACULTY ADVISOR
sandy.york@marshall.edu
MCT CAMPUS
THE BALTIMORE SUN (MCT)The cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay has posed an extraordinary challenge. It has taken decades of effort, cost billions of dollars and 
required shared sacrifice from setting aside shoreline “buffer” strips to banning phosphate de-tergents. Now comes word that 
the fight will not only be against pollution but also against nearly half the country, too.That’s because the attorneys general from 21 states have joined a lawsuit brought by the Ameri-can Farm Bureau Federation that seeks to toss out the so-called “pol-lution diet” or “Total Maximum Daily Load,” the U.S. Environmen-tal Protection Agency-led effort to clean up the Chesapeake Bay. The 4-year-old campaign has already had a positive impact on the estu-ary and has raised hopes that real progress is at hand.We have railed against the Farm Bureau’s legal maneuverings be-fore. Theirs is a misguided and 
selfish effort to protect farmers against water pollution controls — new standards that might, for instance, hold large poultry companies liable for the harmful runoff that can be traced to the millions of pounds of chicken ma-
nure spread on farm fields.Such accountability is only pos-sible if the EPA has the ability to enforce Clean Water Act standards on states, which nevertheless re-
tain the flexibility to decide how 
they will achieve specific water quality goals. It is a partnership that protects the broad public interest — making sure the Ches-apeake Bay watershed’s six states and the District of Columbia are doing their fair share.It is shocking, however, to see so many attorneys general attack that effort in what amounts to a declaration of environmental war. How else to describe the decision by the attorneys general of Ala-bama, Texas, South Carolina and the rest to endorse a lawsuit that, if successful, would so threaten the future of the nation’s largest estuary?Why interfere with an environ-mental campaign that is working — and in a cooperative manner at that? Simply put, it’s because they fear the EPA will use the suc-cessful Chesapeake Bay program 
as a model for cleaning up other badly-polluted bodies of water from the Mississippi River to the Great Lakes.But it’s also likely because there are parts of this country where it’s become politically advantageous to be against whatever the Obama administration’s EPA is for. The 
Republican Party has so vilified the federal agency that it is simply assumed that every regulation it promulgates is anti-jobs, anti-free market and anti-American — as if countries with lax environmen-tal regulations such as China and Russia posed an opportunity for anything other than cancer clusters.The farm bureau has already lost this argument once, having been rejected at the U.S. District Court level last fall. It is likely to lose again on appeal because the arguments against the program 
— that the science is flawed or 
that EPA has insufficient regu-latory authority — don’t hold water. Manure is manure, and no amount of legal-tussling is going to safeguard a river or stream unless somebody is required to dispose of it properly.This is a process that, as Judge Sylvia Rambo noted last Septem-ber when she ruled against the farm bureau, can be “messy and cumbersome.” But here’s some-thing else that’s cumbersome (at least to taxpayers) — passage of a nearly $1 trillion farm bill that provides billions of dollars for the 
benefit of farmers, including $250 
million specifically earmarked for those trying to meet the obliga-tions imposed by the Chesapeake Bay TMDL. You can bet you won’t see similar appeasements offered to developers, manufacturers or sewage plant operators.So let’s not cry too big a river for the agricultural community either in the bay watershed or in Alabama, Texas or the other states represented by the pro-pollution attorneys general. All that’s be-ing asked is that they be held responsible for their share of the nitrogen, phosphorus, sediments 
and toxics that are killing fish and 
shellfish in our waterways. Such accountability ought not only to be allowed in Maryland but ought to be welcomed everywhere else, too.
The pro-pollution attorneys general
Learning should be valued over gradesEvery educational system in America has been beating the drum for “not teaching to the test” since the phrase became popular. The now popular mantra claims that your school/schools value learning over grades.But do the students?  On April 14, 2013, astrophysicist Neil de-Grasse Tyson declared via Twitter “When students cheat on exams it’s because our school system values grades more than stu-dents value learning.” If that’s the case, then any school system facing academic dishonesty while proclaim-
ing to teach for learning is inherently flawed. As overworked students forgoing Sunday night homework to create this college news-paper, we know the struggle is real. There is no grade for being a member of our editorial staff 
and for many editors, their pay works out to below minimum wage. But we’ve learned a phenomenal amount about what it takes to operate in the world of journalism. No grades, and we’re still not only 
learning but sacrificing our precious 20s to be here four nights a week. Why?Because we love it. Students will only want to spend time on the education that they truly love. They’ll only learn from what they’re truly invested in. No student in the history of planet Earth has ever been emotionally attached to a test. Everyone does, however, look back with smiles on elementary school days with Bill Nye and high school science projects. That’s what made us learn. Days were simpler and the workload nearly always ended when the 
3 o’clock bell rang. Now we’re scrambling 
for anything in a flurry of anxiety for a piece of paper telling employers that we’re “smart enough.”That’s not learning and that’s no way to live. The dynamics of what a student is has changed over the past 20 years. Not everyone lives in the dorms and not everyone is in their 20s. We have to keep jobs, see our spouses and watch our children. The dynamic of a “nontra-ditional” student should no longer be labeled as such because it’s become just as normal as an 18-year-old leaving home for school.School is undoubtedly the most important thing in our lives, but the environment of learning for tests and climbing over moun-tains of homework is not conducive to the education for which we’re paying so much.
Important bar and club etiquette
By LACHEL HOUSE
COLUMNISTYou know that street, right? The one di-rectly across from Old Main? You’ve been there, even if you were just going to DP Dough or Jimmy John’s. And, no matter how many times some of you have tried to resist, you will probably still catch yourself on Fourth Avenue at some point in time throughout the semester. Seriously folks, there is nothing wrong with going out and having a good time. Truth be told, bars and clubs are essential to the college way of life, especially the socialization aspect of it. Grant it, not everyone is into the partying scene, but for all of you who are, there are a few things you need to keep in mind before hitting Fourth Avenue this weekend.1. No one likes a sloppy, dirty, nasty drunk. Do not be that girl or guy. You’re embarrass-ing yourself, and you’re embarrassing your friends. Hold your liquor, or stay sober. 2. Just because Miley said she stands on 
the couch in the club does not mean you should, too. Don’t listen to her. Keep in mind, this is not a music video. This is real life. 3. Okay, I understand, “You Got Served” and “Step Up” are your favorite movies; however, do not dance battle in the club. That is so 2004, and you will be judged accordingly.4. These bars, such as Jake’s, are not that big. Be mindful of the space you take up. Yes, you haven’t seen your friend since psych class on Wednesday, but you cannot have your little reunion in the middle of a walk way. 
5. Seriously, if you bump into someone in the bar or club, say excuse me. It’s common 
courtesy. And, it honestly is not difficult to be polite. 6. Please, please, please, watch what you choose to wear on your night out on the town. No more needs to be said. 7. Not every girl or guy is going to want to dance with you. Do not get upset when you 
get denied. Simply move on and try again. There are plenty of twerkers in the sea. 8. Speaking of twerkers, there is nothing wrong with shaking what your mother gave you; however, twerk wisely. You do not want 
to bust your face open on the dance floor trying that new move you saw on YouTube.9. PDA is a no go, even in the bar and club. Listen, just go get a room. I’m sorry to kill your mood, but no one wants to see that10. Please, I am begging you, bathe before you go out. There is nothing worse than body odor causing havoc in a bar or club. You’re going to make everyone sick. Do not ruin someone’s perfect night with your hy-giene issue.
On a final note, Fourth Avenue has not been the same since August. There is no way 
I could finish this guide to bar and club eti-quette without saying rest in peace Barcode. Thanks for the memories. 
LaChel House can be contacted at 
house13@marshall.edu.
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necessarily sound good to the people who own the property.”While  the location was not  disclosed,  Wil-l iams said he is  trying to make i t  as  beneficial  to the property owners as much as  i t  wil l  benefit Huntington.  “What I’ve learned is asking for something to be given to us is something 
you shouldn’t be ashamed of.”His goal is to have the Ballpark built before he leaves office. His first term ends in January 2017 and he can serve up to three four-year terms. While a timeline is not yet set, it is apparent the project has begun and we will soon be able to bring Herd Baseball home.  
Courtney Sealey can be 
contacted at sealey3@
marshall.edu.
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Continued from Page 3game at 63 with 1:05 to play. The bucket gave the Marshall big man the first double-figure scoring per-formance of his career.Freshman guard Jona-than Stark came up big for the Green Wave in the final minute as he made a driving layup with the shot clock winding down to put his side up 65-63 with 41 seconds left. On the ensu-ing possession, Thomas was fouled and sent to the line, making both to tie the game at 65 with 28 sec-onds on the game clock.With the shot clock off and Tulane with pos-session, 24.5 seconds remained in regulation. Junior guard Jay Hook took and made a long three from the top of the 
key with 1.4 seconds to play and the Green Wave on top 68-65.With Boykins inbound-ing, Smith caught the ball just past midcourt and his shot for the tie was no good, allowing Tulane to hold on for a last-second win.Thomas finished as the game’s leading scorer with 21 points on 7-of-11 shooting from the field and 7-of-8 from the char-ity stripe. Canty followed with 16 and Sane with 11, setting a career high for the big man. As a team, the Herd shot 44.4 percent from the field (20-of-45) to 45.8 percent (22-of-48) from Tulane.Marshall will have six days off between contests before taking on C-USA newcomer Charlotte on the road, Satur-day, Feb. 15, at 7 p.m.
The Herd had four student-athletes post team-best fifth-place finishes in four events. They were: Caitlyn Owings in the High Jump’s blue division (1.58 meters), Elaine Derricott in the High Jump’s gold division (5.52 meters), Asia Bange in the 60 Meter Hurdles’ gold di-vision (8.69 seconds) and Byrd in the 60 Meter Dash’s gold division (7.74 seconds).Derricott also finished sixth in the High Jump’s gold division with a mark of 1.65 meters.Bethany Drury (Shot Put-12.11 meters) and 
Sammantha Stroker (3000 Meter Run-10:51.23) placed ninth, respectively, in the blue division, while Johnson took 10th in the 400 Meter Dash’s gold division (57.18 seconds) and Molly Miloscia was 11th in the 1 Mile Run’s blue division (5:35.73).Amber Govey’s 14th-place showing in the 800 Meter Run’s blue division (2:24.29) led the team and Drury’s mark of 14.05 me-ters was good enough for 16th in the weight throw of the blue division.The team will take part in the Spire D1 Invite Friday and Saturday in Geneva, Ohio.
it showed her strengths.”Sophomore Dana Op-pinger faced No. 16 Aldila Sutjiadi, falling 6-1, 6-0. Doubles action saw a change to the lineup, with 
Kai Broomfield partnering with Anna Pomyatinskaya 
at first doubles and Timko pairing up with Rachael Mo-rales at third doubles. Timko and Morales defeated UK’s Caitlin McGraw/ Kirsten Lewis 6-2, but did not earn the doubles point because of losses at first and second doubles. “They were really disci-plined; we weren’t so much,” Mercer said. “We just need to practice and not let pres-sure get to us.”Marshall will return to the courts next weekend when the Herd travels to State Col-lege, Pa. to face No. 50 Penn State on Feb.15 and the Uni-versity of Pennsylvania on Sunday, Feb.16.
SUDOKU By TYLER PRALLEYSOLUTION IN TOMORROWS EDITION
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online for health plans that meet new basic standards for coverage. The success of these marketplaces, a central pillar of the law, hinges on whether millions of healthy people enroll this year and help offset the cost of the sickest customers. The Obama administration and its allies have been scrambling to get consumers signed up since the marketplaces opened in October.In many places, the effort is heavily depen-dent on community groups and advocates who work with uninsured populations as well as on hospitals, health insurers and others whose bottom lines will be directly affected.But across the country, the health law is get-ting aid from some less obvious sources.State leaders running their own market-places have actively sought partnerships with sports teams and other businesses whose customers may be more likely to need health insurance.“From the outset, we were looking at really innovative partners ... because we knew that if we wanted to reach young people, this couldn’t 
look like a traditional government program,” said Michael Marchand, who heads the market-ing effort for the Washington state insurance marketplace.Among the state’s partners is Live Nation Entertainment, the giant Los Angeles-based concert promoter that produces the Sasquatch! Music Festival, a multiday event that sold 110,00 tickets last year. In addition to adver-tising the marketplace, Live Nation is hosting a sweepstakes on Facebook featuring festival tickets.Some major corporations such as Jackson Hewitt see sound business reasons to educate their customers. They are also giving a poten-tial lift to the health law.At about 6,500 tax offices across the country, including in Wal-Mart and Sears stores, Jackson Hewitt is advertising the importance of getting health coverage on bright yellow signs that urge taxpayers to learn about their options.The company’s tax preparers ask every cus-tomer if he or she has coverage. Customers who are uninsured are referred to newly trained health insurance specialists who use a Jackson Hewitt software program to determine if they are eligible under the law for free Medicaid 
coverage or subsidized private coverage.The program automatically generates a Med-icaid application for those who qualify, which customers can mail in. (Next year, Jackson 
Hewitt hopes to be able to file the application 
electronically from the tax office.)Customers leave with a sheet that sum-marizes their options under the law and reminds them in large print how much their 
fine could be if they don’t enroll. Americans without heath insurance this year may be as-
sessed a tax penalty in 2015. The fines range from $95 for an individual to $1,800 or more for higher-income families. Fines will in-crease in subsequent years.AThe Jet City Rollergirls also wanted to edu-cate their fans when the roller derby league decided to help promote Washington’s insur-ance marketplace with informational tables, public address announcements and other ad-vertising at their bouts, said Carolyn Sellar, one of the skaters.“Many of our skaters hadn’t had health in-surance,” said Sellar, 38, who goes by Willow Bliterate on the track. “The ability to have af-fordable medicine and regular doctor visits ... for us, that seemed like a pretty amazing thing.”
costly and could take months to replace. Knock out enough of them, experts warn, and an entire region can be crippled for an extended period. They are also typically out in the open like sitting ducks.On that April night, the attackers managed to disable 17 of them just by shooting through a chain-link fence. The bullet holes caused the transformers 
to leak thousands of gallons of oil, and ultimately overheat. Grid operators scrambled to reroute power from else-where to keep the system from collapse. The power stayed on, but just barely, be-cause it happened during a time when demand for electricity was very low.“Fortunately it was spring and we did not have air conditioners running full throttle in the morning,” said Stephanie McCorkle, a spokeswoman for the Cali-fornia Independent System Operator in 
Folsom, which runs most of the state’s electrical grid. “That’s why the situation was manageable.”Wellinghoff, now a partner at the San Francisco law office Stoel Rives, said the grid’s interdependence on substa-tions across large swaths of the country — and a scarcity of spare equipment — makes it possible to trigger an enduring blackout across several states simply by destroying key transformers in one of them.
consistent with American values and we want to make sure the people understand that.”In wrapping up his speech during Fri-day’s ceremony, Bach, in a statement clearly aimed at Obama, admonished “the political leaders of the world” to “have the courage to address your disagreements in a peaceful, direct political dialog and not on the backs of these athletes.”But Bach also made an apparent ref-erence to Russia’s anti-gay laws in the speech.“Yes, it is possible – even as competi-tors – to live together under one roof in harmony, with tolerance and without any form of discrimination for whatever rea-son,” Bach said.Sochi organizers had planned to use the ceremony as an opportunity to contrast present-day Russia and its future to the Cold War images of the Soviet Union.“For 70 years during the Soviet period we were not treated by the world,” Ernst said after the ceremony. “We wanted to show Russia from a different perspective. We wanted to show the Russia of today, the Russia of tomorrow.”Sochi organizers – and the IOC – also hoped the night would distance the Games from the weeks and months images of Olympic venues and facilities still under construction even as the Games opened seven years after they were awarded to Russia.“The Sochi Games are our chance to show the entire world the best that our country is proud of: hospitality, our tradi-tions, our Russia,” Dmitry Chernyshenko, 
president of Sochi 2014, said in a speech Friday. “When we set out on this journey, we tried to open the doors to the future to break down stereotypes to reveal a new Russia to the world.”Instead the night was upstaged by the Rodnina controversy, which will likely further complicate already-tense U.S-Russian relations, and a major technical glitch that further embarrassed Sochi organizers who have been the subject of increasing global ridicule over un-finished Olympic facilities and other logistical problems.The ceremony got off to a disas-trous start when the lighting of the five Olympic rings suffered a technical malfunction. During the singing of the Russian national anthem, five stars on cables were supposed to come together as the five rings above the stadium. But only four of them turned into Olympic rings and none of them erupted into white flames as planned.There would be plenty of fireworks later.“A small technical problem,” George Tsypin, the event’s artistic director, said during a post-ceremony news confer-ence in which Ernst and his team grew increasingly emotional and defensive.Rodnina and Norway’s legendary Sonja Henie are the only figure skaters in Olympic history to win three consecu-tive gold medals. Rodnina won the 1972 Olympic title with Alexi Ulanov and the 1976 and 1980 gold medals with Alexan-der Zaitsev. She also won 10 consecutive World titles. After the 1980 Games, Rod-nina and Zaitsev, who married in 1979, coached for the Soviet Sports Federa-tion. In the 1990s, they immigrated to 
the U.S., coaching for five years at the Ice Castle rink in Lake Arrowhead, before later divorcing, with Rodnina returning to Russia.In 2005, she was personally picked by Putin to join a legislative body called Public Chamber set up by Putin and con-sidered by some as a “parallel parliament.” Rodnina has supported legislation to ban adoptions of Russian children by U.S. citizens.Ernst said the selection of Rodnina and Tretyak was done by Sochi organizers. Chernyshenko was personally selected by Putin and his deputy prime minis-ter Dmitry Kozak to head Sochi 2014. Chernyshenko on a number of occasions has characterized Putin’s hands-on ap-proach to the Games by saying “this is his baby.”Michael McFaul, the U.S. ambassador to Russia who will leave the post after the Olympics, was enraged by Rodnina’s Obama tweet.“Outrageous behavior, which only brings shame to her parliament and country,” Mc-Faul said in a tweet at the time.But Rodnina was unmoved by the criticism.“Freedom of speech is freedom of speech,” she said.Earlier Friday, Bode Miller, the U.S. skiing champion now living in Coto de Caza, Calif., looked forward to the ceremony, echoing 
statements of Sochi and IOC officials that it presented a unique window into Russia.“I think it is great when a country like Russia has a chance to have an event that kind of opens the world’s eyes to who their people are,” Miller said.By the end of the night, it was a sentiment that would take on a whole new meaning.
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TODAY IN THE LIFE! WEEKEND BOX OFFICE
1. "The Lego Movie" | $69.1M
2. "The Monuments Men" | $22.7M
3. "Ride Along" | $9.4M
4. "Frozen" | $6.9M
5. "That Awkward Moment" | $5.5M
6. "Lone Survivor" |$5.3M
7. "Vampire Academy" | $4.1M
8. "The Nut Job" | $3.8M
9. "Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit" | $3.6M
10. "Labor Day" | $3.2M
By BRECKIN WELLS
THE PARTHENONThe experimental theater and dance company, Troika Ranch, performed its innovative work Friday and Saturday eve-ning at the Joan. C Edwards Playhouse as a part of the 2014 Birke Fine Arts Festival. Troika Ranch is an arts organization that creates modern, hybrid artworks through an examination of the human body and its relationship to technology.Nicolle Perrone, committee chair of 
the fine arts festival, said the theater and 
dance company was a perfect fit for this year’s festival theme titled “Artists and Au-diences in the Information Age.”“The work is a multimedia performance installation,” Perrone said. “ This is not your traditional theater and dance piece, 
their work is so innovative. They truly are 
pioneers in this field.”Composer and media artist, Marc Co-niglio, and, choreographer and media artist Dawn Stoppiello, are the founders of the arts organization and are pioneers in the field now known as dance and technology.Coniglio and Stoppiello conceptualize and invent much of the technology, tech-niques and equipment that are used in each performance. Students and faculty who saw the show saw fellow classmates and professors in the performance. Perrone is one of the professors who par-ticipated in the performance, along with two other professors and three students.“We have been in residence with this 
company all week long,” Perrone said. “In addition to that we have had dozens of students in here throughout the day ob-serving rehearsals, talking to the company members and participating as test audience members.”Perrone encourages all students and faculty to keep up with the Birke Fine Arts Festival calendar and come to as many events as they can.“The Birke Fine Arts Festival is all about having the ability to bring this kind of tal-ent to campus and sharing it with the university community and the Huntington community,” Perrone said. All festival events are open to the public until March 6. 
Breckin Wells can be contacted at 
wells134@marshall.edu.
BODY MEETS 
TECHNOLOGY
Troika Ranch performs SWARM, exploring 
the human body and technology through 
multimedia installation.   
Huntington 'Off the 
Beaten Path'
By JESSICA STARKEY
THE PARTHENONCountry singer and songwriter, Justin Moore, took the stage Saturday night in Big Sandy Superstore Arena for a sold out crowd in downtown Huntington.The performance included opening acts by Josh Thompson and Randy Houser, and was a part of the “Off 
the Beaten Path” tour, which took off Nov. 1 in Springfield, Mo. for a 57-city journey.  Josh Thompson performed songs from his album, “Way Out Here,” released in Janu-ary 2010. Randy Houser performed songs from his latest album, “How Country Feels,” which was released in Janu-ary 2013.  Justin Moore fan, Taylor Chambers, said it was nice not to have to travel far to see such a big-name country star perform.“It’s awesome that such a big star could come to 
Huntington, especially so close,” Chambers said. “We didn’t even have to travel far to go see one of our favorite singers.”Justin Moore performed his latest singles "Point At You" and "Lettin' the Night Roll" along with his previous chart toppers "Small Town USA," "If Heaven Wasn't So Far Away" and "Til My Last Day." 
Junior Thomas White, said this was his first country concert, and he would like to see more big name stars come to this area.“It’s great that a big name star could come downtown,” White said. “It draws a lot of attention to Huntington. We really need more of that.” The tour will continue to their next stop in Indiana, Pa., with nine more cities to go.
Jessica Starkey can be contacted at starkey33@
marshall.edu.
LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON
Fans fill the Big Sandy Superstore Arena in 
Huntington Saturday as Justin Moore performs for 
a sold out stop on his "Off the Beaten Path" tour. 
FRONT ROW BECKHAMS
With front row spots for all five members of 
the family at Victoria Beckham’s show, New 
York Fashion Week is a family affair. Brook-
lyn, Romeo, Cruz, Harper and David proudly 
supported mom seats away from Vogue editor-
in-chief Anna Wintour. A well-behaved Harper 
(only 2 years old) sat in David’s lap dressed in a 
navy dress, nude flats and a sleek topknot as he 
snapped selfies of the family. Even as the toddler 
was caught picking her nose, the family was 
adorable as Victoria showcased her designs.  
